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PANAMA. 

By  Consul  General  Alban  O.  Snyder,  l>a>iauia  City. 

General  conditions  in  Panama  in  1915  were  similar  to  those  of 
the  previous  year.  The  reduction  of  the  ^vorking  forces  on  the 
canal,  and  tlie  European  war  continue  to  infltHMice  <.'on4itions  here. 
The  temporary  closing  of  tlie  canal  in  Sept^jubei*  wa-s  another  cause 
for  inactivity  among  business  houses. 

The  cutting  off  of  some  European  countries  entirely  tmd  tli«  inter- 
ruption of  trade  with  others,  as  a  result  of  tlw!  war,  lias  caused  local 
merchants  to  turn  to  the  United  States  f or  maay  articles  of  merchan- 
dise. 

Share  of  the  Various  Countries  in  Principal  Imports, 

In  the  following  table  the  total  values  of  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant articles  imported  into, Panama  in  1914  (being  the  latest  statistics 
available)  are  shown  together  with  the  principal  countries  of  origin: 


Articles  and  countries 
of  origin. 


Hiitter 

Great  Britain.. 

United  States. 

Denmark 

France 

Beer 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany 

Beans 

United  States. 
Coffee 

Great  Britain . 

United  States. 

Ecuador 

Coffee  (Erround). .. 

United  States. 
Cigarettes 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 

Cuba 

Cigars 

United  Stales. 

Great  Britain. 

Jamaica 

Chocolate 

United  States. 

Great  Britain. 


Value. 


$57,500 

6,700 

11,900 

36, 500 

1,300 

69,900 

27,000 

34,700 

6,000 

57,000 

52,000 

21,000 

1,700 

1,000 

17,000 

3,800 

3,400 

168,000 

72,007 

15,(M)0 

75,000 

71,000 

387 

42,000 

27,000 

26,000 

13,000 

11,000 


Articles  and  countries 
of  origin. 


Candles 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Belgium 

Gasoline 

United  States 

Lard 

United  States 

Nell  erlands 

Condensed  mill-- 

United  Slates 

Great  rJritaui 

Germany 

Belgium 

Petroleum 

United  Slates 

Rice 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Belgium 

Leather  (various  forms) 

United  Slates 

Great  Britain 

Soap  (fine) 

CultetLStatas. 

Great  BxitaJn 


Value. 


821,000 

4,000 

13,000 

4,000 

26,000 

26,000 

132,000 

128,000 

2,000 

30S,000 

35,000 

125, OCO 

62,000 

58,000 

74, 00  J 

74.000 

351,000 

227,000 

12,000 

84,000 

24,000 

28,000 

12,000 

10,000 

8,000 

6,J00 

1,400 


Articles  and  countries 
of  origin. 


Soap  (ordinary) 

United  States. . . 

Great  Britain... 
Salt 

United  States. . . 
Starch 

United  States... 

China 

Sugar  (powdered).. . 

United  States... 

Germany 

Salvador 

Sugar  (refined) 

United  States... 
Tobacco  (che'-ving).. 

United  States. .. 
Tobacco  (leal) 

United  States. . . 
Toba^^co  (prepared) . 

Uniled  Slatci. .. 

Great  Britain... 

Belgium 

Italy 

Cuba 


Vahie. 


S137,000 

90,000 

47,000 

0,500 

6,275 

8,000 

700 

7,700 

97,000 

58,000 

8,000 

29,000 

33,000 

32,000 

12,000 

12,000 

38,000 

38,000 

53,000 

10,000 

21,000 

8,000 

5,000 

5,000 


Agricultural  Conditions  in  the  ^l,ep^lblio — Exports  to  United  States. 

No  agricultural  deveh^^mcnt  cf  ;niy  c<)UHe(|uenci^  toisk  phice  <lm-ing 
1915,  although  it  is  e.ssfJitiuJ  for  the.  vvclfart:  (.f  the  country  tliat 
something  along  thi.s  line  should   be  done.     The  j)rrpci-  eucoiii-age- 
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ment  of  immigration  and  the  con&tr action  and  maintenance  of  roads 
in  the  interior  would  aid  in  developing  agriculture. 

To  what  extent  the  commercial  community  will  benefit  from  a 
permanent  traffic  through  the  canal  is  still  somewhat  problematical, 
depending  to  a  great  degree  upon  tlie  future  policy  adopted  by  the 
authorities. 

The  values  of  the  declared  exports  from  the  consular  district  of 
Panama  for  the  United  States  in  1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


Balata pounds. 

Cocobolo do... 

Coffee do. . . 

Deerskins do . . . 

Goatskins do . . . 

Hides: 

Dry do... 

Wet do... 

Ipecac do . . . 

Mahogany leet . 

Motlier-ol-peari  shells pounds. 

Old  metals do . . . 

Panama  hats nu  m  ber . 

Rubber pounds. 

Tallow do... 

Tagua  nuts do . . . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Quantities.     Value 


94, 377 

,  518, 100 

110,944 

54, 122 


214, 655 

780, 270 
21, 833 
88,539 
19, 267 

288, 054 
1,  .iii 

142,444 


1,481,122 


S28,9G3 
37,928 
19, 246 
19, 718 


55, 749 
96,523 
31,335 
6,37d 
1,433 
18,525 
1,402 
10, 561 


41, 855 
16, 924 


Quantities.     Value 


384, 793 
662, 260 


54, 624 
1,393 

239, 716 

937, 0&2 

45, 438 


194,405 

112,511 

6,568 

70, 604 

228,975 

1,925,6j7 


5126,975 
8,727 


19, 692 
314 

58,347 
106, 552 
81,021 


14,367 
10, 257 
5, 648 
18, 874 
14, 054 
46,380 
14,S7J 


526,087 


Values  of  Returned  American  Goods. 

American  goods  to  the  value  of  $61,677  were  returned  in  1915 
compared  with  $46,267  in  the  previous  year.  In  most  instances  the 
returned  goods  consisted  of  samples  or  articles  to  be  repaired  or 
exchanged. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  empty  drums  returned, 
due  to  increased  imports  from  the  United  States  of  kerosene  and 
carbonic  acid  b}^  local  concerns  who  formerly  imported  this  arti- 
cle from  other  sources.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  films 
returned,  due  to  the  fact  that  while  in  the  beginning  these  films  were 
rented  direct  from  exchanges  in  the  United  States  and  returned 
weekly,  they  are  now  sent  out  on  a  regular  circuit  throughout  the 
West  Indies  or  Central  America. 

Total  Imports  into  Panama  by  Countries. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  total  values  of  imports  into 
Panama  in  1913,  1914,  and  1915,  by  countries: 


Countries. 


1914 


1915 


German  y 

Beleium 

China  and  Japan 

Spain  and  i  olonies 

France  and  colonies 

Great  Britain  ami  colonies 

United  States 

Italy 

Other  countries 

Total 


078, 167 
208, 540 
256, 773 
162, 574 
336,816 
465, 431 
378, 702 
108, 882 
341,113 


$460, 459 
300, 838 
233,403 
34, 466 
211,  724 
1,835,893 
6,396,270 
10),  093 
303, 324 


$9, 623 


249, 682 
140,560 
ISO, 135 
1,175,291 
7,022,853 
83,431 
443,891 


11, 396, 998 


9, 885, 476 


9,305,477 
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Principal  Articles  Exported. 

The  most  important  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this  dis- 
trict in  1915  were  hides,  balata,  ipecac,  and  tagna  nuts,  and  in  each 
instance  there  was  an  increase  in  vahie  over  the  shipments  in  1914. 
The  increase  in  exports  of  ipecac  to  the  United  States  is  due  to  the 
loss  of  the  German  market,  as  ahnost  the  entire  output  of  this  article 
formerly  went  to  Hamburg,  and  this  applies  also  to  the  exports  of 
mother-of-pearl  shell. 

There  was  a  gain  in  the  total  declared  value  of  exports  to  the 
United  State.s  from  this  district  of  some  $140,000,  or  about  35  per 
cent,  in  1915  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  seems  to  indi- 
cate that  the  effort  to  provide  a  market  for  native  [products,  the  ex- 
portation of  w^hicli  was  restricted  to  a  certain  extent  by  tlie  Euro- 
pean war,  was  at  least  partially  successfid. 

COLON. 

By  Cou^nl  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Marc'li   10,  ,lnue  2S). 

Ill  April,  1915,  a  disastrous  fire  in  Colon  destroyed  some  20  city 
blocks,  chiefl}^  of  business  houses,  which  caused  heavy  losses  in  prop- 
erty and  stocks  of  goods,  and  greatly  unsettled  the  business  condi- 
tions of  the  city.  The  work  of  rebuilding  was  undertaken,  hoAvever, 
and  a  number  of  stores  have  already  been  opened  in  the  new  part  of 
the  city.  On  account  of  the  losses  incurred  by  the  destruction  of  so 
many  inflammable  wooden  structure^,  a  law  was  enacted  to  require 
the  use  of  firepiJOof  material  as  far  as  possible  in  the  construction  of 
all  new  buildings.  The  use  of  reinforced  concrete  in  rebuilding  the 
burnt  district  has  so  greatly  reduced  the  danger  of  fires  in  that  sec- 
tion that  the  rates  of  insurance  charged  on  the  new  bHildings  are  only 
about  one-foui'th  a^s  much  as  were  paid  for  insuring  tJie  old  struc- 
tures of  wood.  The  destruction  of  about  one-third  of  the  city  caused 
an  overcrowding  of  all  buildings  in  the  other  parts  of  Colon,  and 
greatly  increased  the  rents  on  stores  and  dwelling  houses. 

Building  Operations  Improve  General  Conditions. 

The  building  operations  improved  business  conditions  among 
houses  dealing  in  building  materials  and  gave  employment  to  nu- 
merous laborers  in  Colon  formerly  employed  in  the  Canal  Zone. 
The  money  expended  in  rebuilding  the  city  increased  the  purchasing 
power  of  mechanies  and  ordinary  laborers  and  relieved  the  general 
depression  in  business  to  a  certain  extent. 

While  the  insurance  collected  fell  far  short  of  covering  the  losses 
by  the  fire  the  amount  paid  was  of  assistance  in  rebuilding  the  burnt 
district,  and  it  also  served  to  increase  the  bank  deposits  for  a  time. 
The  banks  and  principal  mercantile  firms,  however,  agree  that  the 
year  1915  was  less  favorable  for  business  in  general  than  1914. 

In  consequence  of  the  partial  interruption  of  trade  with  European 
countries  the  merchants  of  Colon  have  had  to  rely  on  the  United 
States  to  meet  the  demands  for  imported  goods.  The  effect  of  the 
war  is  shown,  too,  in  the  increased  exports  of  certain  products  to 
that  country. 

Banking  Conditions  in  Colon — Industries. 

The  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  Cristobal  in  July.  1915,  made  a  desirable 
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banking  connection  Avitli  the  United  States  for  the  business  men  of 
Colon.  The  four  banks  now  doing  business  here  are  ample  for  all 
commercial  purposes,  and  the  shipping  facilities  between  Colon  and 
American  ports  are  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  trade. 

There  are  no  manufactures  in  this  consular  district  of  impor- 
tance. A  first  shipment  of  manganese  ore  amounting  to  900  tons  was 
made  to  New  York  from  the  Mandinga  Mines  and  it  is  expected  that 
other  shipments  will  be  made  from  these  mines.  If  the  deposits  of 
ore  hold  out  and  it  can  be  marketed  profitably  the  owners  will  de- 
velop the  property  on  a  large  scale.  As  the  mines  are  about  70  miles 
east  of  Colon  there  has  been  some  difficulty  in  getting  vessels  to  take 
the  ore  to  New  York  directly  from  the  mines. 

Information  Kegarding-  Land — Exports  to  United  States. 

From  correspondence  received  by  this  office  it  appears  that  a  good 
many  people  in  the  United  States  are  interested  in  obtaining  infor- 
mation regarding  lands  for  investment  in  the  Republic  of  Panama. 
All  such  persons  should  make  careful  inquiries  regarding  titles  of 
land  ofl^ered  for  sale  and  as  to  the  opportunity  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year  for  transporting  products  to  market. 

The  declared  values  of  exports  invoiced  at  the  Colon  consulate  for 
the  United  States  in  1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

19U 

1915 

$714 

"'i7,'856 

234, 205 

448 

15,202 

'■'3.'777 

9,022 

i02 

Metal ,  old 

81,316 

209 

65,  8.59 

$4,364 
4  3.50 

S533 

Rubber 

Cocoa       

Rubber,  balata  

128  794 

127, 525 

Silver,  old  church 

3,500 

Ta^ua  (ivorv)  nuts 

53,210 

56,420 
29,  778 

Hides   

27,265 

102 

3,885 

Tuitle  'shells 

Turtles,  live 

2,339 

850 

All  other  articles 

107 

Total 

282, 247 

509, 583 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  Bocas  del  Toro  agency  for  the  United 
States  in  1914  and  1915  were : 


Article?. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Banauas 

$2,560.3.50 

*2. 197.  250 

319 

14.S21 

16  881 

3,221 

72 

1.2.52 

Rubber 

$184 

6. 782 

1,956 

818 

61 

$149 

72,893 

Cocoa 

'  16;^ 
15. 556 
2.613 

11,076 

Coconuts 

Turtle  shell 

7,856 

Hides 

250 

Total 

Iron,  scrap 

2.  595, 483 

2.326,040 

Increased  Exports  of  Coconuts. 

The  large  increase  in  the  exports  of  coconuts  and  balata  in  1915 
was  due  mainly  to  the  opening  of  new  sources  of  supply  of  these 
articles  which  applies  particularly  to  the  coconuts  obtained  from 
the  lands  of  the  San  Bias  Indians.  The  higher  prices  for  coconuts 
should  stimulate  their  production.  The  demand  for  rubber  in  the 
United  States  accounts  in  part  for  the  increased  exports  of  balata. 

Turtle  shells  were  exported  to  European  countries  prior  to  the 
war,  but  they  are  now  shipped  to  the  United  States.  The  shipping 
of  ipecac  root  from  Colon  was  not  begun  until  last  year. 
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The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  hides  from  Colon  has  been  caused  by 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  depot  commissary  at  Cristobal,  Canal 
Zone,  which  formerly  purchased  a  considerable  quantity  of  fresh 
beef  from  butchers  in  Colon,  but  which  now  has  its  own  slaughtering 
house  and  ships  its  hides  from  the  port  of  Cristobal.  As  thousands 
of  cattle  are  being  brought  here  from  Costa  Rica  and  Colombia  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  commissary  stores,  it  is  quite  probable  that 
more  hides  are  now  shipped  from  the  two  ports  of  Colon  and  Cris- 
tobal than  in  former  years. 

Import  Trade  of  Colon. 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  the  Director  General  of  Statis- 
tics for  the  Republic  of  Panama,  the  total  value  of  imports  into 
Colon  amounted  to  $3,477,754  in  1914  and  $3,892,534  in  1915,  showing 
a  gain  of  $414,780,  or  nearly  12  per  cent  in  the  latter  year.  At  the 
port  of  Bocas  del  Toro  in  this  consular  district  the  imports  amounted 
to  $1,211,370  in  1914  and  to  $505,953  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  $645,417, 
or  53  per  cent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  imports  into  Colon  for 
the  years  1914  and  1915,  by  countries: 


Countries. 


United  States 

Great  Britain  and  colonies. . 

Germany 

France 

Italy 


1914 


191.5 


$1,817,901  $2,853,439 

922,897  740,155 

218,013  2,633 

55, 670  47, 164 

47,722  29,526 


Countries. 


Spain 

All  other  countrie; 

Total 


J35, 880 
379,671 


3,477,754 


■49,380 
170,237 


Increased  Trade  with  United  States. 

From  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  the  imports  into  Colon 
from  the  United  States  increased  from  $1,817,901  in  1914  to  $2,853,439 
in  1915,  a  gain  of  $1,035,538,  or  nearly  57  per  cent;  and  that  of  the 
total  imports  the  percentage  furnished  by  the  United  States  in- 
creased from  52  per  cent  in  1914  to  73.3  per  cent  in  1915. 

A  comparison  of  the  imports  for  the  shears  1914  and  1915  shoAvs 
that  the  United  States  is  gaining  at  the  expense  of  European  coun- 
tries on  account  of  the  disturbances  to  trade  caused  by  the  war,  Spain 
being  the  only  European  country  that  increased  its  exports  to  Colon 
during  1915.  The  increased  imports  from  the  United  States  are 
to  be  further  accounted  for  by  the  necessity  of  ordering  goods  to  re- 
place the  stocks  lost  in  the  fire. 

That  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  are  embracing  the 
present  favorable  opportunity  to  extend  their  trade  is  shown  by  the 
large  increase  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States,  as  well  as  by 
the  numerous  inquiries  received  at  this  office  regarding  methods  of 
extending  trade  and  letters  of  appreciation  for  information  furnished 
in  repHes  thereto. 

Business  is  conducted  in  Colon  as  in  an  American  city,  and  as 
English  is  in  general  use.  that  language  should  be  employed  in  cor- 
respondence and  in  printed  matter  intended  for  circulation  in  this 
consular  district.  As  many  busine.ss  letters  come  to  this  office  with 
postage  overpaid  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  the  domestic  rates  of 
postage  in  the  United  States  apply  not  only  to  the  Canal  Zone  but 
also  to  the  Republic  of  Panama.    It  may  also  be  said  that  it  is  useless 
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to  siMul  Aiuericaii  |)o8tai>v  stamps  to  foreign  countries  to  pay  postage 

on  iopli"s  to  letters  as  such  stamps  can  only  be  used  in  the  United 

States. 

Colon  has  Large  Share  of  Total  Trade  of  Panama. 

AccordinjLT  to  the  <ensus  of  1911,  the  population  of  the  Republic 
of  l*anania  was  reported  to  be  f3?>(),742,  of  \Yhom  36,178  were  Indians. 
The  Province  of  Cohm  in  that  year  had  a  population  of  32,092,  of 
Avhom  7,2r»5  were  Indians,  and  the  Province  of  Bocas  del  Toro  had 
a  ])oj)ulation  of  22,732.  Besides  these  two  Provinces  the  parts  of 
several  otlier  Provinces  included  in  this  consular  district  would  add 
to  its  population,  malring  it  probabW  65,000  or  70,000.  With  so  small 
a  ])roportion  of  the  total  popidation  of  the  Republic  it  seems  remark- 
able that  this  district  should  receive  so  large  a  part  of  the  total  im- 
ports into  tliis  country.  The  official  statistics  show  that  of  the  total 
imports  of  nearly  $10,000,000  in  1914  this  consular  district  imported 
at  Colon  and  Bocas  del  Toro  goods  to  the  amount  of  $4,689,124,  and 
of  the  total  imports  of  $0,305,477  in  1915  this  district  imported  goods 
to  the  value  of  $4,458,487,  or  nearly  48  per  cent  of  the  whole.  A 
considerable  amount  of  American  products  consumed  by  employees 
of  the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad  Co.  residing  in  Colon 
is  imported  at  Cristobal  and  is  not  therefore  included  in  the  im- 
ports into  Colon.  The  supplies  of  all  kinds  imported  at  Cristobal 
for  the  commissary  stores  on  the  Canal  Zone  aggregate  a  large  sum. 

Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Colon. 

The  number,  nationality,  and  tonnage  of  the  steamships  which 
entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Colon  in  1914  and  1915  are  shown 
in  the  following  table : 


Natiouality. 

1914 

1915 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

442 
101 
40 
28 
15 
16 
27 
16 
2 

1,474,757 

283,228 

122,399 

98, 899 

53,038 

44,994 

19,298 

17,661 

6,430 

52 

117,198 

German 

13 
17 

5 
4 

49,600 
57,417 
15, 172 

American ..  

Spanish 

Italian 

11,686 

Norwegian 

Dutch 

6 

8,230 

Danish...         

Swedish 

2 
4 

6,600 

Other  countries 

9,607 

Total 

687 

2, 120, 704 

103 

275, 410 

In  addition  to  the  steamshijas,  sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
from  Colon  in  1915  as  follows:  Eighty-seven  British  with  tonnage 
of  3,213;  27  Colombian,  613  tons;  14  Nicaraguan,  450  tons;  2  Hon- 
duran.  oC)  tons:  and  1  Cuban,  205  tons;  a  total  of  131  vessels  and 
4,536  tons. 

The  decrease  in  the  numbei-  of  .steamsliips  from  687  in  1914  to  103 
in  1915  shows  how  rapidly  the  shipping  business  of  the  port  of 
Colon  has  been  transferred  to  the  adjoining  port  of  Cristobal  since 
the  completion  of  the  two  large  concrete  piers  in  that  harbor.  An- 
other extensive  pier  i'-  nearly  comi)leted. 


^VASI!l  Mirov  :  i;()vv:i;\  !mh\t  i-rimmno  OFriCE  :  1916 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arclnive 

m  2011  witln  funding  from 

University  of  Florida,  George  A.  Smathers  Libraries  with  support  from  LYRASIS  and  the  Sloan  Foundation 


http://www.archive.org/details/supplementto3519164unit 


UNIVERSITY  OF  FLORIDA 


3  1262  08491  2236 


